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“University Presbyterian Church is a More Light Congregation, 

 an Inclusive Church Committed to Social Justice“ 

 
July 11, 2010ï 11:00 a.m. 

15th  Sunday in Ordinary Time  
 

Mission Statement  
We come together as the body of Christ, an expression of Godõs grace in this community.  We 
are bound together in Godõs steadfast love and in our mutual love and support for one another.  
We honor a special commitment to provide nurture, support and encouragement to students.  
Guided by the Holy Spirit, we seek to live with compassion, to work for justice, to integrate 
faith and learning and to celebrate the gift of our life together.  Since Godõs love excludes no 
one, our mission is to be inclusive.  We trust that in Godõs time and by Godõs grace, God will 
destroy all barriers.  We resolve to erect no barriers while working to overcome existing ones.  
Recognizing that we do not possess all the truth all the time, we affirm a variety of expressions 
of life and faith.  This is an open church.  You are welcome here. 

 

July 18 

Amos 8:1-12 

Ps. 52 

Col. 1:15-28 

Luke 10:38-42 

Lectionary Readings  
July 11 

Amos 7:7-17 

Ps. 82 

Col. 1:1-14 

Luke 10:25-37 

Sunday Assignments  
July 11 

Communion Nicole Varnado and 

  Paige Miller 

Reader  Julia Hartman 

Usher  Maria Perez and   

  Brock Fisher 

Welcomer Paige Miller 

Greeter  Kai Miller 

 

July 18 

Communion Adam and Paige Miller 

Reader  Steve Borrelli 

Ushers  Mary Meares and 

  Jessi Hitchins 

Welcomer Julia Hartman 

Greeter  Becky Evans 

Ron Gilmer, Pastor          Stated Hours: Wednesday 3:45 

Carolyn MacVicar, Secretary,    Office Hours:  Tuesday 1:30-5:30  and Thursday   9-1 

 

 

Phil and Linda Grote, Mary Porter, Mary and John Park, Suzanne Alexander, 
Clyde Wood, Gianna Nicolosi Guthrie, Nancy Hutton, Sue Spencer, Nirmala 
Erevelles, Craig Davis, Lois Field, Shirley Burnett, Anna Gordon, Danielle 
Rabel, Ginny Hartman, Jared Dearing,  Aaron Chun, Michael Yampolsky, 
James Walker, Marie Stone, Robert Robinson, Wilma Warren, Jackie Reid, Carl 
Washington, James Darget and Carla Hall.  

Let us Prayé.. 

 

This Week  at  UPC 

 
Sunday        9:30 Sunday School/Choir Rehearsal 

      11:00 Worship 

       

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

Tuesday     8:00  Narcotics Anonymous      

 

Friday      8:00  Narcotics Anonymous 

News and Information  
 
Welcome - Welcome to University Presbyterian Church, a More Light congregation 
within the PC(USA)'s Presbytery of Sheppards and Lapsely.  Established during the 
Civil Rights Movement, this church has been committed to social justice from the begin-
ning.  As a congregation within the PC(USA), we believe that "Christ calls the Church 
into being, giving it all that is necessary for its mission to the world, for its building up, 
and for its service to God" (The Book of Order G-1.0100b.).  Believing that the Spirit of God 
calls women and men to all ministries of the Church by virtue of our Baptism, we, with 
other More Light congregations, seek full participation of lesbian, gay, bisexual and 
transgender people of faith in the life, ministry and witness of the PC(USA).  For more 
information about the life and work of this congregation, please contact Ron Gilmer 
(rongilmer@aol.com).   
Announcements  - At the beginning of the service, all are invited to make announce-
ments of common concern.  When possible, please submit announcements to Carolyn 
MacVicar via email at upsa@bellsouth.net by the Wednesday before the Sunday that you 
would like the announcements to appear in the bulletin.  If you choose to share this in-
formation as an announcement at the beginning of the worship hour, the Session asks 
that you be as succinct as possible. 
Please Lock Up! - Here at UPC, we think of ourselves as family.  What this means, 
among other things, is that many members and friends have keys to the building.  If you 
have a key to the building and think that you are the last one out, please be sure that 
lights are off and doors are locked.  Your help is appreciated. 
Main Event  - Please mark your calendar for August 13-14.  The Presbyteries of North 
Alabama and Sheppards and Lapsley's "Main Event" will take place at Independent 
Presbyterian Church in Birmingham.  The featured guest will be Pittsburgh Theological 
Seminary's Graham Standish, who has published on the subjects of spirituality, spiritual 
direction and spirituality in congregations.  UPC will take care of the expenses of mem-
bers and friends who would like to participate.  All one has to do is download a registra-
tion form from presbytery's web site (www.pslpcusa.org and follow the link to "The 
Main Event"), complete this form and give it to Ron Gilmer by Sunday, July 25.  Please 
note that the catalog, which provides descriptions of workshops being offered at the 
event, also is available online.  Questions?  Contact Ron.  
Nominating Committee  - Thanks to those who have accepted a call to serve on this 
year's Nominating Committee.  This group will consist of Robert DuPree, Rebecca Ev-
ans, Phil Grote, William Henderson, Adam Miller, Annabel Stephens and Ann 
Webb.  Even though this committee probably will not begin meeting until the fall, it is 
never too early to pray for them and the process through which God calls women and 
men to all ministries of the church.  
Living River  - Thanks to all who have pledged time, talent and financial support to the 
Presbytery of Sheppards and Lapsley's Living River: A Retreat on the Cahaba.  Thus far, 
$8,500 has been pledged.  Our goal is $10,000.  Additional pledge forms are available on 
the table inside the front door of the sanctuary.  If you have questions about Living 
River, please contact members of the Living River Committee: Linda Grote, Phil Grote, 
Julia Hartman and Annabel Stephens. 
Church Directories  - Please check the contact information for you that is provided in the 
church directories.  If the information in the online directory needs updating (or entered 
there for the first time), please contact Adam Miller (admmlr@aol.com).  If changes need 
to be made to the hardcopy edition of the directory, please let Carolyn MacVicar know 
(upsa@bellsouth.net). 
Memorials ñIn honor of Annabel Stephens and Pat Dunbar for the Deaconsõ Food Pan-
try by Billy and Carolyn Cochran. 
July Birthdays ð July 10ð Mary Helen Martin, July 11ð Will Lee, July 17ð Kay Ellis, July 
19ð Pat Dunbar, July 23- Bill Henderson, July 27-Gillie Presley and Ron Gilmer 
Attendance -  June 20ñ34+ 4 nursery,  July 4 ñ27 + 1 
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 Elders  

 Steve Borrelli 

 Jamie Campbell 

 Nancy DuPree  

 Linda Grote 

 Gillie Presley 

 Lena Prewitt 

 

Robert Spencer 

Annabel Stephens 

Garry Warren 

Ann Webb 

 
 

Deacons 
Pat Dunbar 

Robert DuPree 

Paige Miller 

Torry Ryan 

Rachel Walker 

 

http://www.uaupc.org


THE  GATHERING  
 
 
GREETING AND ANNOUNCEMENTS                                                                   
 
 
VOLUNTARY                          Prayer of Saint Gregory                          Alan Hovhaness 
                                          Soloist, Brittany Hendricks, Trumpet 

 
MEDITATION                                                             from The Book of Common Worship  
Grant unto us, O God, the fullness of your promises.  Where we have been weak, grant us 
your strength; where we have been confused, grant us your guidance; where we have been 

distraught, grant us your comfort; where we have been dead, grant us your life.  Apart 
from you, O Lord, we are nothing, in and with you we can do all things.  Amen. 

 
 

OPENING SENTENCES                                                                               Genesis 1:1-4 
In the beginning when God created the heavens and the earth,  
The earth was a formless void and darkness covered the face of the deep, while a 
wind from God swept over the face of the waters.  
Then God said, "Let there be light"; and there was light. 
And God saw that the light was good; and God separated light from darkness.   
    
                   
*HYMN  PH #488                 The God of Abraham Praise                                         LEONI 
 
 
CONFESSION OF SIN  
God, Most High, you created us to be salt and light, but often we are not salt or 
light.  We lose our pizzaz.  We do not preserve that which you have given us to 
share with the next generation.  We abuse the earth and ourselves.  We refuse to 
be our brothers and sisters' keepers.  We pass by those in need.  Help us not to 
stare into darkness but to dance in light and love and grace.  Renew our spirits 
so that we may worship you with our hearts, bodies and minds.  
 
 
KYRIE  PH #565                           Lord, Have Mercy                                     John Weaver               

 
 
DECLARATION OF FORGIVENESS  
In the name of Jesus Christ, we are forgiven. 
Thanks be to God!   
 
 

GLORIA                                                                                                           John Weaver 

                                                                                         
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 
 
 

THE  WORD  
 
 

PRAYER FOR  ILLUMINATION                                                                        
 
 
FIRST READING                                                                         Luke 10:25-37 (NT p. 71) 
  The word of the Lord.                                                                    
         Thanks be to God.  
 
 
PSALM                                                                                                                      Psalm 82 
God arises in the council of heaven and gives judgment in the midst of the gods: 
"How long will you judge unjustly, and show favor to the wicked?  
Save the weak and the orphan; defend the humble and the needy, 
Rescue the weak and the poor; deliver them from the power of the wicked.ó 
They do not know, neither do they understand; they go about in darkness; all the 
foundations of the earth are shaken. 
Now I say to you, òYou are gods, and all of you children of the Most High; 
Nevertheless, you shall die like mortals, and fall like any leader.ó 
Arise, O God, and rule the earth, for you shall take all nations for your own.                        
 
 
SECOND READING                                                                    Genesis 4:1-16 (OT p. 3)   
               The word of the Lord.                                                                    
         Thanks be to God.  
 
                                                                           
SERMON                                              Abel-bodied                                              Ron Gilmer 

 
 
*HYMN  PH #367              Jesu, Jesu, Fill Us With Your Love                      CHEREPONI 
 
 
*AFFIRMATION OF FAITH                                            from A Brief Statement of Faith 
In life and in death we belong to God.  Through the grace of our Lord Jesus 
Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the Holy Spirit, we trust in the 
one triune God, the Holy One of Israel, whom alone we worship and serve.  In 
sovereign love God created the world good and makes everyone equally in God's 
image, male and female, of every race and people, to live as one community.  But 
we rebel against God; we hide from our Creator.  Ignoring God's commandments, 
we violate the image of God in others and ourselves, accept lies as truth, exploit 
neighbor and nature, and threaten death to the planet entrusted to our care.  We 
deserve God's condemnation.  Yet God acts with justice and mercy to redeem 
creation.  In everlasting love, the God of Abraham and Sarah chose a covenant 
people to bless all families of the earth.  Hearing their cry, God delivered the 
children of Israel from the house of bondage.  Loving us still, God makes us heirs 
with Christ of the covenant.  Like a mother who not forsake her nursing child, 
like a father who runs to welcome the prodigal home, God is faithful still.  
 
                               

PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE   
 Lord, in your mercy...    
 Hear our prayer.  
  
 
THE PEACE 
 The peace of Christ be with you. 
 And also with you.  

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

THE EUCHARIST  
 

OFFERING                            
 

*DOXOLOGY PH #591                                OLD HUNDREDTH 
Praise God, from whom all blessings flow; 

Praise Christ, all people here below; 
Praise Holy Spirit evermore; 

Praise Triune God, whom we adore.  Amen. 
 

*PRAYER OF DEDICATION  
 
INVITATION TO THE LORD'S TABLE  
 
GREAT THANKSGIVING  
      The Lord be with you. 
      And also with you.  
      Lift up your hearts. 
      We lift them up to the Lord.  
      Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 
      It is right to give our thanks and praise....  
 
 
SANCTUS  PH #568                   Holy, Holy, Holy Lord                                 John Weaver                                                                                          

 
MEMORIAL ACCLAMATION  PH #569            Christ Has Died              
 
LORD'S PRAYER  

Since the Scriptures refer to God both as a mother who will not forsake her nursing 
child and a as father who runs to welcome the prodigal home, the Lord's prayer,  

as it is prayed here, begins, "Our Mother and Father God..."  
 
AMEN  PH #570                                      Amen                                                 
 
BREAKING OF THE  BREAD  
 
*COMMUNION OF THE PEOPLE  
The congregation is invited to gather around the Lord's Table and serve one another.  When 
offering the bread, it is appropriate to say, "The body of Christ."  When offering the cup, it is 

appropriate to say, "The cup of salvation." 
 

*PRAYER  AFTER COMMUNION   

 
SENDING  

  
*HYMN PH  #409             Wild and Lone the Prophetõs Voice                 ABERYSTWYTH 
  
BLESSING AND CHARGE  
Go out into the world in peace; have courage; hold on to what is good; return no 
one evil for evil; strengthen the fainthearted; support the weak, and help the suffer-
ing; honor all people; love and serve the Lord, rejoicing in the power of the Holy 
Spirit.  The peace of God, which passes all understanding, keep your hearts and 
minds in the knowledge and love of God, and of God's Son, Jesus Christ our Lord, 
and the Holy Spirit.   
Alleluia!  Amen.  
 
VOLUNTARY   Toccata Pour Trompette et Orgue    Giambattista Martinin (1706-1784) 

Soloist, Brittany Hendricks, Trumpet 
 
 

    Please be seated during the voluntary and give thanks to God for the gift of music. 
 


