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Mission Statement  
 
We come together as the body of Christ, an expression of Godõs grace in this community.  We 
are bound together in Godõs steadfast love and in our mutual love and support for one another.  
We honor a special commitment to provide nurture, support and encouragement to students.  
Guided by the Holy Spirit, we seek to live with compassion, to work for justice, to integrate 
faith and learning and to celebrate the gift of our life together.  Since Godõs love excludes no 
one, our mission is to be inclusive.  We trust that in Godõs time and by Godõs grace, God will 
destroy all barriers.  We resolve to erect no barriers while working to overcome existing ones.  
Recognizing that we do not possess all the truth all the time, we affirm a variety of expressions 

 

May 16 

Acts 16:16-34 

Ps. 97 

Rev. 22:12-14, 16-17, 20-21 

John 17:20-26 

Lectionary Readings  
May 9 

Acts 16:9-15 

Ps. 67 

Rev. 21:10, 21:22-22:5 

John 14:23-29 or John 5:1-9 

Sunday Assignments  
May 9 

Communion Nicole Varnado and  

  Paige Miller 

Reader  Julia Hartman 

Ushers  Cathy Andreen and 

  Beth Riggs 

Welcomer Steve Borrelli 

Greeter  Garry Warren 

 

May 16 

Communion Nancy DuPree 

Reader  Ruthie Sherrill 

Ushers  Steve Borrelli and  

  Rob Spencer 

Welcomer Paige Miller 

Greeter  Beth Riggs 

Ron Gilmer, Pastor          Stated Hours: Wednesday 3:45-5:00 

Carolyn MacVicar, Secretary,    Office Hours:  Wednesday 8-1 and Thursday 8-2 

 

 

Suzanne Alexander, Clyde Wood, Gianna Nicolosi Guthrie, Nancy Hutton, Sue 
Spencer, Nirmala Erevelles, Cristalle Ford, Phil Grote, Craig Davis, Lois Field, 
Shirley Burnett, Anna Gordon, Danielle Rabel, Ginny Hartman, Jared Dearing, 
Torry Ryan, Aaron Chun, Michael Yampolsky, James Walker, Marie Stone, 
Robert Robinson, Wilma Warren, Jackie Reid, Carl Washington, James Darget, 
Carla Hall, Tiffany Washington, Cadarius Washington and Frederick Washing-

Let us Prayé.. 

 

This Week  at  UPC 
 

Sunday       9:30 Sunday School 

     11:00 Worship 

      

Monday       8:00  Narcotics Anonymous  

              

Tuesday     11:30 Lectionary Bible Study  

                    1:30-3:30 Food Pantry 

 

 

 

Wednesday  6:00 Choir rehearsal 

 

Thursday    11:00 Staff Meeting 

                    

Friday       8:00  Narcotics Anonymous 

 

Saturday      8:00-4:00 Book and Media                        

                        Sale  

News and Information  
 

Welcome - Welcome to University Presbyterian Church, a More Light congregation within the PC
(USA)'s Presbytery of Sheppards and Lapsely.  Established during the Civil Rights Movement, this 
church has been committed to social justice from the beginning.  As a congregation within the PC
(USA), we believe that "Christ calls the Church into being, giving it all that is necessary for its mis-
sion to the world, for its building up, and for its service to God" ( The Book of Order G-
1.0100b.).  Believing that the Spirit of God calls women and men to all ministries of the Church by 
virtue of our Baptism, we, with other More Light congregations, seek full participation of lesbian, 
gay, bisexual and transgender people of faith in the life, ministry and witness of the PC(USA).  For 
more information about the life and work of this congregation, please contact Ron Gilmer 
(rongilmer@aol.com).   
Announcements  - At the beginning of the service, all are invited to make announcements of com-
mon concern.  When possible, please submit announcements to Carolyn MacVicar via email at 
upsa@bellsouth.net by the Wednesday before the Sunday that you would like the announcements 
to appear among these announcements.  If you choose to share this information as an announce-
ment at the beginning of the worship hour, the Session asks that you be as succinct as possible. 
Follow Us on Facebook and Twitter  - If you are on Facebook, please join the University Presbyte-
rian Church group.  Also, please note that UPC is now on twitter.  Follow us @uaupc.  UPC Up-
dates are posted there along with other announcements of concern to the congregation. 
Congratulations  - Congratulations to Jamie Campbell-Naidoo, who was recently honored with the 
Virginia Hamilton Award for the best article among children's multicultural publications.  Con-
gratulations to Julia Hartman, who is the recipient of this year's Karen LaMoreaux Bryan Environ-
mental Award, and to Norm Baldwin, who is the recipient of this year's Lahoma Adams Buford 
Peace Award. The award is granted annually to a UA faculty member who in his/her teaching, 
research, practice and professional life has demonstrated exceptional levels of involvement in medi-
ating human disputes, helping overcome prejudice, promoting justice and establishing peace.   
Book & Media Sale  - Please mark your calendars for Saturday, May 15, and spread the word: UPC 
is holding a book and media sale to support the work of the Deacons' Food Pantry, which is cur-
rently running at a deficit.   If you have books, CDs, DVDs and/or video games that you would like 
to donate to the sale, you may start bringing them to church now.   Please place the books and media 
that you bring underneath the pews in the fellowship hall.  
Choir Meeting  - The choir will meet in the library on Sunday, May 16, immediately after worship.  
Sign Up!  - Now is the time to step back and take a look at how you are serving at UPC.  Please 
prayerfully consider serving on a committee in the church.   If you already are serving on a commit-
tee and would like to continue serving in this capacity, please reaffirm your commitment by signing 
up again.  If you feel called to serve in a different capacity, please sign up for serve on a different 
committee.  Members and friends are encouraged to serve.  A sign-up sheet is posted on the bulletin 
board in the hall beside the work room.    
Thanks, Bill!  - We give thanks for William B. Henderson's service to UPC as Director of Music.  On 
Sunday, May 2, the Session accepted Bill's resignation.  There will be a celebration of Bill's work 
among among following Pentecost worship on May 23.   There will be a covered dish luncheon in 
the fellowship hall immediately after the service.  
Welcome, Faythe! - Faythe Freese has accepted a call to serve as Interim Director of Music effective 
May 23.  We give thanks for Faythe's eagerness to serve.  If you or somebody you know may be 
interested in joining the choir, please contact Faythe. 
Living River  - Thanks to all who have pledged time, talent and financial support to the Presbytery 
of Sheppards and Lapsley's Living River: A Retreat on the Cahaba.  Thus far, $5500 has been 
pledged.  Our goal is $10,000.  Additional pledge forms are available on the table inside the front 
door of the sanctuary.  If you have questions about Living River, please contact members of the 
Living River Committee: Linda Grote, Phil Grote, Julia Hartman and Annabel Stephens.  
Mission Statement  - The Mission Statement Committee's next meeting has been set for Monday, 
May 24, 6 p.m.  All who served on the previous Mission Statement Committee are invited to join 
them at this meeting so that this group may listen to and learn from those who have been through a 
similar discernment process. 
Pentecost Offering  - The Pentecost Offering is traditionally received on the day of Pentecost, which 
falls on May 23 this year. It provides a direct way to meet the needs of children at risk, youth, and 
young adults. Congregations are encouraged to keep 40 percent of the Offering to support ministry 
with children at risk in their communities.   The General Assemblyõs portion (60 percent) provides 
leadership development opportunities for Presbyterian youth and young adults and supports chil-
dren-at-risk programs at the national level. Since 1998, Presbyterians of all ages have raised over $7 
million for these ministries that benefit younger members of Godõs family. 
Congregational Survey  - The Session has approved a congregational survey that will help us to 
reflect on the Spirit's work among us in the areas of worship, music, education and involvement in 
the church and the work, and this survey is available  now.  Visit www.surveymonkey.com/s/
fqqpxrz.  
Church Directories  - Please check the contact information for you that is provided in the church 
directories.  If the information in the online directory needs updating (or entered there for the first 
time), please contact Adam Miller (admmlr@aol.com).  If changes need to be made to the hardcopy 
edition of the directory, please let Carolyn MacVicar know (upsa@bellsouth.net).  
May Birhtdays ð May 1-Chris Thomas, May 2-Chelley Alexander, May 5 -Robert DuPree, Lennon 
Cox, Jessica Samson, May 9-Tiffany Washington, May 10ð Beccy Bierman, May 11-Julia Hartman 
and Jack Shelton, May 13-Chritina Andreen, May 14 -Denise Yanaura and Laura Hutton, May 17-
Thomas Hagood. 
Attendance -  April 18ñ42+ 5 nursery,  April 25 ñ30 + 5 nursery 
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 Elders  

 Steve Borrelli 

 Jamie Campbell 

 Nancy DuPree  

 Linda Grote 

 Gillie Presley 

 Lena Prewitt 

 

Robert Spencer 

Annabel Stephens 

Garry Warren 

Ann Webb 

 
 

Deacons 
Pat Dunbar 

Robert DuPree 

Paige Miller 

Torry Ryan 

Rachel Walker 

 

http://www.uaupc.org


THE  GATHERING  
 
 

GREETING AND ANNOUNCEMENTS                                                                   
 
VOLUNTARY                  
 
MEDITATION                                                                            from The Book of Common Worship 
Great and loving God, your will for us in Jesus is the peace which the world cannot give; your abid-

ing gift is the Advocate he promised.  Calm all troubled hearts, dispel every fear.  Keep us steadfast in 
love and faithful to your word, that we always may be your dwelling place.  Grant this through Jesus 

Christ, the firstborn from the dead, who lives with you now and always in the unity of the Holy 
Spirit, God forever and ever.  Amen. 

                                                                           
OPENING SENTENCES                                                                                         John 14:23, 25-28 
Jesus answered Judas, "Those who love me will keep my word, and God will love them, and 
the  Creator and I will come to them and make our home with them...  
I have said these things to you while I am still with you.   But the Advocate, the Holy 
Spirit, whom God will send in my name, will teach you everything, and remind you of 
all that I said to you.  
Peace I leave with you; my peace I give to you.  I do not give to you as the world gives.   Do 
not let your hearts be troubled, and do not let them be afraid.   You heard me say to you, 'I 
am going away, and I am coming to you.'   If you loved me, you would rejoice that I am go-
ing to God, because God is greater than I. 
And now I have told you this before it occurs, so that when it does occur, you may be-
lieve.  
 
*HYMN  PH #464                           Joyful, Joyful, We Adore Thee                             HYMN TO JOY 
 
CONFESSION OF SIN                                                                                         
Forgive us, O God, for reducing love to an idea, impulse or emotion.   Love is more than 
an ideal that we project onto others before judging them for not meeting this arbitrary 
standard.  Love dwells deeply within us and within our relationships with others.   It is 
more than a warm -fuzzy or a beautiful moment that fades away.   Love abides.  You, O 
God, are love.  Recreate us in Christ's image so that you may be glorified and this fallen 
world may know more fully your light and love.   In Jesus' name, we pray.  
   
KYRIE                                                                                                          arr. Healey Will an, 1930 

 
 
 
 

 
DECLARATION OF FORGIVENESS  
      In the name of Jesus Christ, we are forgiven. 
 Thanks be to God.  

 
GLORIA                                                                                                                Thomas Keesecker 

 
 
 
 
 

 
THE  WORD  

 
PRAYER FOR  ILLUMINATION                                                                        
 
FIRST READING                                                                                         Acts 16:9-15(NT p. 136) 
                The word of the Lord.                                                                    
         Thanks be to God.  
 

PSALM                                                                                                                                      Psalm 67 
O God, be merciful to us and bless us; show us the light of your countenance and come to  
us. 
Let your ways be known upon the earth, your saving health among all nations.  
Let the peoples praise you, O God; let all the peoples praise you. 

 
Let the nations be glad and sing for joy, for you judge the peoples with equity and guide 
all nations upon the earth.  
Let the peoples praise you, O God; let all the peoples praise you. 
The earth has brought forth its increase; may God, our own God, bless us.   O God, give us 
your blessing; may all the ends of the earth stand in awe of you.      

                                                                                                                             
SECOND READING                                                 Revelation 21:10, 21:22-22:5  (NT p. 260) 
          The word of the Lord.                                                                    
  Thanks be to God.  
 
ANTHEM                          Psalm 47: Clap Your Hands All You Nations                               John Bell                   
 
SERMON                                                A Co-Missioning                                                 Ron Gilmer 
 
*HYMN  PH #239                     How Happy Is Each Child of God                     WINCHESTER OLD             
 
COMMISSIONING                               Please see insert. 
 
*AFFIRMATION OF FAITH                                                                                       Isaiah 65:17-25 
For I am about to create new heavens and a new earth; the former things shall not be re-
membered or come to mind.  But be glad and rejoice forever in what I am creating; for I 
am about to create Jerusalem as a joy, and its people as a delight.  I will rejoice in Jerusa-
lem, and delight in my people; no more shall the sound of weeping be heard in it, or the 
cry of distress.  No more shall there be in it an infant that lives but a few days, or an old 
person who does not live out a lifetime; for one who dies at a hundred years will be con-
sidered a youth, and one who falls short of a hundred will be considered accursed.  They 
shall build houses and inhabit them; they shall plant vineyards and eat their fruit.  They 
shall not build and another inhabit them; they shall not plant and another eat; for like the 
days of a tree shall the days of my people be, and my chosen shall long enjoy the work of 
their hands.  They shall not labor in vain, or bear children for calamity; for they shall be 
offspring blessed by the Lord ---and their descendants as well.  Before they call I will an-
swer, while they are yet speaking I will hear.  The wolf and the lamb shall feed together, 
the lion shall eat straw like the ox; but the serpent ---its food shall be dust!  They shall not 
hurt or destroy on all my holy mountain, says the Lord.  Amen.   
 
 
PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE   
 Lord, in your mercy...    
 Hear our prayer.  
  
THE PEACE 
 The peace of Christ be with you. 
 And also with you.  

 
THE EUCHARIST  

OFFERING                                                         

 

*DOXOLOGY PH #455                                                                              LASST UNS ERFREUEN 
All creatures, your Creator bless, 
And worship God in humbleness. 

O sing ye!  Alleluia! 
Praise, praise Creator, praise the Son, 
And praise the Spirit, Three in One! 

Alleluia!  Alleluia! 
Alleluia!  Alleluia!  Alleluia! 

 
*PRAYER OF DEDICATION  
 
INVITATION TO THE LORD'S TABLE  

 
GREAT THANKSGIVING  
      The Lord be with you.  
      And also with you.  
      Lift up your hearts.  
      We lift them up to the Lord.  
      Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.  
      It is right to give our thanks and praise....  

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 
SANCTUS                                                                                                                            Curt Oliver  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
MEMORIAL ACCLAMATION                                                                                  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
LORD'S PRAYER  

Since the Scriptures refer to God both as a mother who will not forsake her nursing child and a as  
father who runs to welcome the prodigal home, the Lord's prayer, as it is prayed here, begins,  

"Our Mother and Father God..."  
 
AMEN                                                                                                                              

 
 
 
 
 

BREAKING OF THE  BREAD  
 
 
*COMMUNION OF THE PEOPLE  

The congregation is invited to gather around the Lord's Table and serve one another.  When offering 
the bread, it is appropriate to say, "The body of Christ."  When offering the cup, it is appropriate to 

say, "The cup of salvation." 
 

*PRAYER  AFTER COMMUNION   
 

SENDING  
  

*HYMN PH #332                            Live Into Hope                                                         TRURO             
  
 
*CHARGE AND BLESSING                                                                               2 Corinthians 13:13 
Go in peace to love and serve the Lord in the power of his resurrection.  Alleluia!  The grace 
of the Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with you 
all. 
Amen.  
Christ is risen! 
Christ is risen, indeed!  Alleluia, alleluia!  
                                                                    
 
VOLUNTARY                        
                                      

 

    Please be seated during the voluntary and give thanks to God for the gift of music. 
 


