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Mission Statement  
 
We come together as the body of Christ, an expression of Godõs grace in this community.  We 
are bound together in Godõs steadfast love and in our mutual love and support for one another.  
We honor a special commitment to provide nurture, support and encouragement to students.  
Guided by the Holy Spirit, we seek to live with compassion, to work for justice, to integrate 
faith and learning and to celebrate the gift of our life together.  Since Godõs love excludes no 
one, our mission is to be inclusive.  We trust that in Godõs time and by Godõs grace, God will 
destroy all barriers.  We resolve to erect no barriers while working to overcome existing ones.  
Recognizing that we do not possess all the truth all the time, we affirm a variety of expressions 

 

March 14 

Josh. 5:9-12 

Ps. 32 

2 Cor. 5:16-21 

Luke 15:1-3, 11b-32 

Lectionary Readings  
March 7 

Isa. 55:1-9 

Ps. 63:1-8 

1 Cor. 10:1-13 

Luke 13:1-9 

Sunday Assignments  
March 7 

Communion Cathy Andreen 

Reader  Robert DuPree 

Ushers  Nichole Varnado and  

  Rachel Walker 

Welcomer John Whitehead 

Greeter  Beth Riggs 

  

 

March 14 

Communion Nicole Varnado and 

  Rachel Walker  

Reader  Beth Riggs 

Ushers  Adam and Paige Miller 

Welcomer Adam Miller 

Greeter  Nancy DuPree 

Ron Gilmer, Pastor          Stated Hours: Tuesday 9-1 

Carolyn MacVicar, Secretary,    Office Hours: Wednesday 8-1 and Thursday 8-2 

 

 

Sue Spencer, Nirmala Erevelles, Cristalle Ford, Phil Grote, Craig Davis, Lois 
Field, Shirley Burnett, Anna Gordon, Danielle Rabel, Ginny Hartman, Jared 
Dearing, Torry Ryan, Aaron Chun, Michael Yampolsky, James Walker, Marie 
Stone, Robert Robinson, Wilma Warren, Jackie Reid, Carl Washington, James 
Darget, Carla Hall, Tiffany Washington, Cadarius Washington and Frederick 
Washington. 

Let us Prayé.. 

 

This Week  at  UPC 
 

Sunday       9:30 Sunday School 

     10:15 Coffee Hour 

     11:00 Worship 

 

              

 

                   

 

 

 

Tuesday   11:30 Lectionary Bible Study 

     1:30-3:30 Food Pantry 

                  8:00  Narcotics Anonymous  

 

Wednesday 6:00 Choir rehearsal 

 

Friday      8:00  Narcotics Anonymous 

 

News and Information  
 

Welcome - Welcome to University Presbyterian Church, a More Light congregation within the PC
(USA)'s Presbytery of Sheppards and Lapsely.  Established during the Civil Rights Movement, this 
church has been committed to social justice from the beginning.  As a congregation within the PC
(USA), we believe that "Christ calls the Church into being, giving it all that is necessary for its mis-
sion to the world, for its building up, and for its service to God" (The Book of Order G-
1.0100b.).  Believing that the Spirit of God calls women and men to all ministries of the Church by 
virtue of our Baptism, we, with other More Light congregations, seek full participation of lesbian, 
gay, bisexual and transgender people of faith in the life, ministry and witness of the PC(USA).  For 
more information about the life and work of this congregation, please contact Ron Gilmer 
(rongilmer@aol.com).     
Announcements  - At the beginning of the service, all are invited to make announcements of com-
mon concern.  When possible, please submit announcements to Carolyn MacVicar via email at 
upsa@bellsouth.net by the Wednesday before the Sunday that you would like the announcements 
to appear among these announcements.  If you choose to share this information as an announce-
ment at the beginning of the worship hour, the Session asks that you be as succinct as possible. 
UPC Update - By now, you have probably noticed that The UPC Update has a new format thanks 
to MailChimp and Adam Miller.  If you have not signed up to receive the UPC Update via e-mail, 
you may do so by visiting www.uaupc.org and follow the link to "join our e-newsletter." 
Follow Us on Facebook and Twitter  - If you are on facebook, please join the University Presbyte-
rian Church group.  Also, please note that UPC is now on twitter.  Follow us @uaupc.  UPC Up-
dates are posted there along with other announcements of concern to the congregation. 
New Members  - We welcome new members Jessi Hitchins and Eunice Oh, both of whom come to 
UPC by transfer of membership.  Jessi works in the Women's Center at the University of Ala-
bama.  Eunice is a graduate student in music, who is already singing in the choir and playing flute 
in worship. 
Guest Musician ñMarion R. Latimer is currently Instructor of Music Education at the University of 
Alabama, specializing in elementary music.  In addition to her work as an educator, Ms. Latimer 
has been active as a youth and children's choir director and has performed widely as a soprano 
soloist. 
Church Directories  - Please check the contact information for you that is provided in the church 
directories.  If the information in the online directory needs updating (or entered there for the first 
time), please contact Adam Miller (admmlr@aol.com).  If changes need to be made to the hardcopy 
edition of the directory, please let Carolyn MacVicar know (upsa@bellsouth.net). 
Westminster Fellowship  - UPC provides meals for the Westminster Fellowship college student 
group that meets at the church on the first and third Mondays of the month.  A sign-up sheet is 
provided on the bulletin board in the hall.  Dinner is served at 6 p.m.  Questions?  Contact Steve 
Borrelli.      
One Great Hour of Sharing  - Since 1949, Presbyterians have joined with millions of other Chris-
tians through One Great Hour of Sharing to share Godõs love with people experiencing need. Our 
gifts support ministries of disaster response, refugee assistance and resettlement, and community 
development that help people find safe refuge, start new lives and work together to strengthen their 
families and communities.  Recognizing that the hope we have in Christ is lived out in our hope for 
one another, we respond with gifts that help our sisters and brothers around the world find the 
hope for a brighter future.The Presbyterian Hunger Program receives 36 percent of undesignated 
One Great Hour of Sharing gifts, while the Self-Development of People and Presbyterian Disaster 
Assistance each receive 32 percent.  This offering is collected during Holy Week and Easter.  Please 
consider prayerfully what you will give this year. 
òJustice-Whatõs the Right Thing to Do?ó -the Spring Adult Christian Education program will host 
a series of classes entitled "Justice -- What's the Right Thing to Do?", based on a best-selling book, 
website, and lecture series by Harvard Professor Michael Sandel.  This program will begin at 9:30 
AM each Sunday and run through mid-May.  The series will include discussion of several different 
perspectives on "doing the right thing" throughout history, and how they can be applied to current 
issues such as stem cell research and affirmative action, as well as everyday life and faith. Everyone 
is welcome to participate;  you do not need to have read the book or viewed the website 
(www.justiceharvard.org) in order to join the class, and you can benefit from each class session without 
having attended the previous ones.   
Deacons' Lunch - Please join us next Sunday, March 14, immediately after worship in the fellow-
ship hall for our monthly Deacons' lunch.  Bring nothing but yourself.  Contributions to support the 
work of the Deacons' Food Pantry will be accepted. 
Good Friday  - A Good Friday Service will take place at UPC on Friday, April 2, at 12 p.m.  If you 
would like to serve as a reader for this service, please contact Ron Gilmer. 
Easter Breakfast  - On Sunday, April 4, there will be a covered dish breakfast at 9:30 a.m. in the fel-
lowship hall to celebrate Easter's arrival.  Please bring a dish to share. 
Baptism  - Worship on Sunday, April 4, the 1st of Easter, will include the Sacrament of Baptism, as 
Adam and Paige Miller bring their son Quinn to the font in celebration of God's grace in Jesus 
Christ and in expectation of the church's affirmation and reaffirmation of its baptismal vows. 
State Sales Tax on Groceries and Over-the-Counter Medicine  - The Alabama Legislature soon will 
be considering bill that would remove the sales tax on groceries and over-the-counter medi-
cine.  Please contact your legislature to encourage discussion of this subject.  Addresses of represen-
tatives are provided on the table inside the front door of the sanctuary. 
Attendance -  February 28ñ97+ 6 nursery, February 21ñ41 + 3 nursery 
March Birthdays ñ3/2-Rich Shelton, 3/4-Torry Ryan, 3/5-Christopher Uptain and Lydia Gilmer, 
3/7-Russell Sherrill, 3/21-Sandy Winter, 3/22-Paula Traylor, 3/23-Frederick Washington, 3/29-
Sandy Riseman and Nancy Hutton. 

All rights reserved for both words and music. Reprinted under Onelicense.net #A-707580 

 Elders  

 Steve Borrelli 

 Jamie Campbell 

 Nancy DuPree  

 Linda Grote 

 Gillie Presley 

 Lena Prewitt 

 

Robert Spencer 

Annabel Stephens 

Garry Warren 

Ann Webb 

 
 

Deacons 
Pat Dunbar 

Robert DuPree 

Paige Miller 

Torry Ryan 

Rachel Walker 

 

http://www.uaupc.org
http://www.justiceharvard.org/


THE  GATHERING  
 
 

GREETING AND ANNOUNCEMENTS                                                                      Beth Riggs   
 
 
VOLUNTARY                                         Shades Mountain                                                    J. Eggert     
 
 
MEDITATION                                                                                                              Jewish Prayer  

Have mercy, O God, on all who are sorrowful, those who weep and those in exile.  Have pity on the 
persecuted and the homeless who are without hope; those who are scattered in remote corners of the 

world; those who are in prison and ruled by tyrants.  Have mercy on them as is written in your holy 
law, where your compassion is exalted.  Amen. 

 
 
 
OPENING SENTENCES                                                                                            Ephesians 4:32 
Be kind to one another, 
Tenderhearted,  
Forgiving one another, 
As God in Christ has forgiven you.  
 
 
*HYMN  PH #276                               Great Is Thy Faithfulness                      FAITHFULNESS 
 
 
CONFESSION OF SIN                                                                                                    
Holy God, we confess that we are not as merciful as you are.  We judge our neighbors 
and ourselves.  In Jesus Christ, we are new creations, and yet we cling to pasts that cannot 
be changed.  Help us to let go of old habits based on older ideas so that we may enjoy the 
freedom we have in you.  Forgive us for being stubborn.  Take away our hearts of 
stone.  Help us to be obedient to the Law that is written on our hearts as we seek your 
face.  We pray in the name and for the sake of the one who set his face toward Jerusalem 
so that we may be redeemed. 
 

 

KYRIE                                                                                                          arr. Healey Will an, 1930 
 
 
 
 

 
 
DECLARATION OF FORGIVENESS  
      In the name of Jesus Christ, we are forgiven. 
 Thanks be to God.  

 
 

CHORAL RESPONSE SNC # 143                                                                    Jesus, Remember Me 
 
 

THE  WORD  
 
 

PRAYER FOR  ILLUMINATION                                                                            Robert DuPree     

 
 
FIRST READING                                                                                       Isaiah 55:1-9 ( OT p. 685) 
 The word of the Lord.                                                                    
         Thanks be to God.  
 
 
 
 

 
PSALM                                                                                                                                Psalm 63:1-8 
O God, you are my God; eagerly I seek you; my soul thirsts for you, my flesh faints for you, 
as in a barren and dry land where there is no water. 
Therefore I have gazed upon you in your holy place, that I might behold your power and 
your glory.  
For your loving-kindness is better than life itself; my lips shall give you praise. 
So will I bless you as long as I live and lift up my hands in your name.  
My soul is content, as with marrow and fatness, and my mouth praises you with joyful lips, 
When I remember you upon my bed, and meditate on you in the night watches.  
For you have been my helper, and under the shadow of your wings I will rejoice. 
My soul clings to you; your right hand holds me fast.  

 

 
SECOND READING                                                                                Luke 13:1-9 (NT p. 76) 
          The word of the Lord.                                                                    
  Thanks be to God.  
 
 
ANTHEM                                             Humbly I Adore Thee                                     arr. Roger Price              
     
                                                                 
SERMON                                 Fig Trees in Barren and Dry Lands                           Ron Gilmer 
       
                                                                           
*HYMN SNC #138                           There in Godõs Garden                             SHADES MOUTAIN 
       
 
* AFFIRMATION OF FAITH                                                                from The Confession of 1967 
In Jesus of Nazareth, true humanity was realized once for all.  Jesus, a Palestinian Jew, 
lived among his own people and shared their needs, temptations, joys and sorrows.  He 
expressed the love of God in word and deed and became a brother to all kinds of sinful 
people.  But his complete obedience led him into conflict with his people.  His life and 
teaching judged their goodness, religious aspirations, and national hopes.  Many rejected 
him and demanded his death.  In giving himself freely for them, he took upon himself the 
judgment under which all people stand convicted.  God raised him from the dead, vindi-
cating him as Messiah and Lord.  The victim of sin became the victor, and won victory 
over sin and death for all.  Amen.  
 
 
PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE   
 Lord, in your mercy...    
 Hear our prayer.  
  
 
THE PEACE 
 The peace of Christ be with you. 
 And also with you.  

 
THE EUCHARIST  

 
OFFERING                                                      Pie Jesu                                                              G. Faure 
                                                              Marion Latimer, Soprano 
 
DOXOLOGY PH #455                                                                                LASST UNS ERFREUEN 

All creatures, your Creator bless, 
And worship God in humbleness. 

O sing ye!  Alleluia! 
Praise, praise Creator, praise the Son, 
And praise the Spirit, Three in One! 

Alleluia!  Alleluia! 
Alleluia!  Alleluia!  Alleluia! 

 
PRAYER OF DEDICATION  
 
INVITATION TO THE LORD'S TABLE  

 
 
 
 

GREAT THANKSGIVING  
      The Lord be with you. 
      And also with you.  
      Lift up your hearts. 
      We lift them up to the Lord.  
      Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 
      It is right to give our thanks and praise....  

 
SANCTUS                                                                                                                      Franz Schubert                                           

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

MEMORIAL ACCLAMATION                                                                                 Franz Schubert                                                   
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

LORD'S PRAYER  
Since the Scriptures refer to God both as a mother who will not forsake her nursing child and a as  

father who runs to welcome the prodigal home, the Lord's prayer, as it is prayed here, begins,  
"Our Mother and Father God..."  

 
AMEN                                                                                                                             Franz Schubert                     

 
BREAKING OF THE  BREAD  
 
COMMUNION OF THE PEOPLE  

The congregation is invited to gather around the Lord's Table and serve one another.  When offering 
the bread, it is appropriate to say, "The body of Christ."  When offering the cup, it is appropriate to 

say, "The cup of salvation." 
 

PRAYER  AFTER COMMUNION   
 

SENDING  
  

*HYMN PH #404                           Precious Lord, Take My Hand                         PRECIOUS LORD 
 
*CHARGE AND BLESSING                                                                                 Hebrews 13:20, 21 

The God of peace, who brought back from the dead our Lord Jesus, make you complete in 
everything good so that you may do God's will, working among us that which is pleasing in 
God's sight, through Jesus Christ, to whom be the glory forever and ever!  Amen.  
 
 
VOLUNTARY                                          Shades Mountain                                                     J. Eggert 

    Please be seated during the voluntary and give thanks to God for the gift of music. 
 


