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Mission Statement  
 
We come together as the body of Christ, an expression of Godõs grace in this community.  We 
are bound together in Godõs steadfast love and in our mutual love and support for one another.  
We honor a special commitment to provide nurture, support and encouragement to students.  
Guided by the Holy Spirit, we seek to live with compassion, to work for justice, to integrate 
faith and learning and to celebrate the gift of our life together.  Since Godõs love excludes no 
one, our mission is to be inclusive.  We trust that in Godõs time and by Godõs grace, God will 
destroy all barriers.  We resolve to erect no barriers while working to overcome existing ones.  
Recognizing that we do not possess all the truth all the time, we affirm a variety of expressions 

 

February 28 

Gen. 15:1-12, 17-18 

Ps. 27 

Phil. ï4:1 

Luke 13:31-35 

Lectionary Readings  
February 21 

Deut. 26:1-11 

Ps. 91:1-2, 9-16 

Rom. 10:8b-13 

Luke 4:1-13 

Sunday Assignments  
 

February 21 

Communion Nancy DuPree 

Reader  Paige Miller 

Ushers  Cathy Andreen and  

  Beth Riggs 

Welcomer Paige Miller 

Greeter  Kay Ellis 

 

 

February 28 

Communion Paige Miller 

Reader  Denise Yanaura 

Ushers  Steve Borrelli and  

  Rob Spencer 

Welcomer Julia Hartman 

Greeter  Vicki and Lennon Cox 

Ron Gilmer, Pastor          Stated Hours: Tuesday 9-1 

Carolyn MacVicar, Secretary,    Office Hours: Wednesday 8-1 and Thursday 8-2 

 

 

Nirmala Erevelles, Cristalle Ford, Phil Grote, Craig Davis, Lois Field, Shirley 
Burnett, Tabatha Jarnagin, Anna Gordon, Danielle Rabel, Ginny Hartman, 
Paige Miller, Quinn Miller,   Jared Dearing, Torry Ryan, Aaron Chun, Michael 
Yampolsky, James Walker, Marie Stone, Robert Robinson, Wilma Warren, 
Jackie Reid, Carl Washington, James Darget, Carla Hall, Tiffany Washington, 
Cadarius Washington and Frederick Washington. 

Let us Prayé.. 

 

This Week  at  UPC 
 

Sunday       9:30 Sunday School 

     10:15 Coffee Hour 

     11:00 Worship 

 

Monday       6:00 Westminster Fellowship Worship

       

 

 

 

Tuesday   11:30 Lectionary Bible Study 

     1:30-3:30 Food Pantry 

     8:00  Narcotics Anonymous  

 

Thursday   1:00 Staff Meeting 

 

Friday     8:00  Narcotics Anonymous 

 

  

News and Information  
 

Welcome - Welcome to University Presbyterian Church, an open and affirming "More 
Light" congregation in the PC(USA).  Please sign the guest register at the back of the 
sanctuary if you are worshiping here for the first time.  For more information about the 
life and work of this congregation, please contact Ron Gilmer.  
 
Worship  - The PC(USA) affirms that "the life of the Church is one, and that its worship, 
witness and service are inseparable" (Book of Order, preface to the Directory for Wor-
ship).  In an effort to be inclusive, gender-neutral language is used in worship.  When 
patriarchal language appears in hymns, members often substitute language that recog-
nizes that God is neither male nor female.  You are welcome to join them.   
 
Announcements  - All are welcomed to make announcements of interest to the congrega-
tion at the beginning of the service.  The session asks that announcements be suc-
cinct.  You are encouraged to submit announcements in writing by the end of business 
hours on the Wednesday before the Sunday that you would like the announcement to 
appear in print.  Please send announcements to Carolyn MacVicar at 
upsa@bellsouth.net. 
 
òJustice-Whatõs the Right Thing to Do?ó -the Spring Adult Christian Education pro-
gram will host a series of classes entitled "Justice -- What's the Right Thing to Do?", 
based on a best-selling book, website, and lecture series by Harvard Professor Michael 
Sandel.  This program will begin at 9:30 AM each Sunday and run through mid-May.  
The series will include discussion of several different perspectives on "doing the right 
thing" throughout history, and how they can be applied to current issues such as stem 
cell research and affirmative action, as well as everyday life and faith. Everyone is wel-
come to participate;  you do not need to have read the book or viewed the website 
(www.justiceharvard.org) in order to join the class, and you can benefit from each class session 
without having attended the previous ones.   
 
Thank you ñThe Stone family would like to extend their sincere and heartfelt apprecia-
tion to members and friends of University Presbyterian Church for their presence and 
help in delivering a wonderful memorial service and reception for Joe. The event was a 
perfect tribute that we will always remember with joy and humility.  
. 
State Sales Tax on Groceries and Over-the-Counter Medicine  - The Alabama Legisla-
ture soon will be considering bill that would remove the sales tax on groceries and over-
the-counter medicine.  Please contact your legislature to encourage discussion of this 
subject.  Addresses of representatives are provided on the table inside the front door of 
the sanctuary. 
 
Kenya - The Tuscaloosa cluster of PC(USA) congregations will gather at First Presbyte-
rian Church on Wednesday, February 24, at 6 p.m.  Dinner, which costs $6, will be 
served, and the program will include an update on Sheppards and Lapsley's partnership 
with churches in Kenya.  Please let Ron Gilmer know if you plan to attend by Sunday, 
February 21. 
 
The Taffetas - Capstone Theatricals will present The Taffetas at the Bama Theatre on 
Wednesday, February 24, 7:30 p.m.  John Whitehead's brother Ed is the General Man-
ager/Producer of this group.  Tickets are $21 for most adults, $16 for seniors and stu-
dents and $12 for children 12 and under.  For more information, contact the Capstone 
Theatericals Office at (205)657-3442. 
 
First Presbyterian Chapel Choir  - Please mark your calendar for Sunday, February 
28.  First Presbyterian Church's Chapel Choir will be singing during worship at 
UPC.  The group includes Lydia Gilmer and grandchildren of Chet and Suzanne Alexan-
der and Ruthie Sherrill.  
 

Memorials ðIn memory of Joseph R. Stone from Robert and Nancy DuPree, Cathy Andreen and 

the Alabama Technology Network. 

 

Attendance -  February 14ñ43+ 5 nursery, February 7ñ40 + 4 nursery 
 
February Birthdays ñ2/7-Nathan Morgan, 2/9-Pam Reynolds, 2/11-Mary Helen Mar-
tin, 2/16-Hugh Lee, 2/17-Lena Prewitt, 2/18-Judy Conn, 2/22-Shirley Burnett, 2/23-Lois 
Field, 2/29-Margie Harris. 

All rights reserved for both words and music. Reprinted under Onelicense.net #A-707580 

 Elders  

 Steve Borrelli 

 Jamie Campbell 

 Nancy DuPree  

 Linda Grote 

 Gillie Presley 

 Lena Prewitt 

 

Robert Spencer 

Annabel Stephens 

Garry Warren 

Ann Webb 

 
 

Deacons 
Pat Dunbar 

Robert DuPree 

Paige Miller 

Torry Ryan 

Rachel Walker 

 

http://www.uaupc.org
http://www.justiceharvard.org/


THE  GATHERING  
 

GREETING AND ANNOUNCEMENTS                                                                    Paige Miller        
 
 
VOLUNTARY                                        
 
 
MEDITATION                                                                                      The Book of Common Worship 

God of the covenant, as the forty days of deluge swept away the world's corruption 
 and watered new beginnings of righteousness and life, 

so in the saving flood of Baptism we are washed clean and born again. 
Throughout these forty days, unseal within us the wellspring of your grace, 

cleanse our hearts of all that is not holy, and cause your gift of new life to flourish once again. 
Grant this through Jesus Christ our Redeemer, who lives and reigns with you in the unity of the 

Holy Spirit, one God forever and ever.  Amen. 

 
 
OPENING SENTENCES                                                                                         Psalm 139:23, 24 
Search me, O God, and know my heart; 
Try me and know my thoughts!  
See if there is any wicked way in me, 
And lead me in the way everlasting.  
    
 
*HYMN  PH #259                        A Mighty Fortress Is Our God                        EINõ FESTE BURG  
 
 
CONFESSION OF SIN                                                                                                    
Holy God, Most High, forgive us for looking for refuge in places other than your 
shadow.  You call us to trust you, and we are reluctant to do so.  Sometimes we are not 
sure if we are capable of trusting you, much less ourselves, and yet in Jesus Christ, all 
things are possible.  You grant us sanctuary, and we cling to fear.  You hold us in the 
palms of your hands, and we look for greener pastures.  Bind us together in trust and love 
so that your body may be made whole.  Protect us from hurting one another and hurting 
ourselves.  Save us from the time of trial until Christ comes again.  We pray in his name 
and for his sake.  
 
 

KYRIE                                                                                                          arr. Healey Will an, 1930 
 
 
 
 

 
DECLARATION OF FORGIVENESS  
      In the name of Jesus Christ, we are forgiven. 
 Thanks be to God.  

 
 

CHORAL RESPONSE SNC # 143                                                                    Jesus, Remember Me 
 
 

THE  WORD  
 
 

PRAYER FOR  ILLUMINATION                                                                                 Paige Miller        
 
 
FIRST READING                                                                        Deuteronomy 26:1-11 (OT p. 180) 
 The word of the Lord.                                                                    
         Thanks be to God.  
 
 
 
 
 

PSALM                                                                                                                       Psalm 91:1-2, 9-16 
You who dwell in the shelter of the Most High, abide under the shadow of the Almighty. 
You shall say to the Lord, "You are my refuge and my stronghold, my God in whom I put 
my trust."  
Because you have made the Lord your refuge, and the Most High your habitation, 
There shall be no evil happen to you, neither shall any plague come near your dwelling.  
For God shall give the holy angels charge over you, to keep you in all your ways. 
They shall bear you in their hands, lest you dash your foot against the stone.  
You shall tred upon the lion and the adder; you shall trample the young lion and the serpent 
under your feet. 
Because they are bound to me in love, therefore will I deliver them; I will protect them, 
because they know my name.  
They shall call upon me, and I will answer them; I am with them in trouble; I will rescue 
them and bring them honor. 
With long life will I satisfy them, and show them my salvation.   
 
SECOND READING                                                                     Romans 10:8b-13 (NT p. 160) 
          The word of the Lord.                                                                    
  Thanks be to God.  
 
 
ANTHEM                                                Drop, Drop, Slow Tears                               Richard Shepard 
     
                                                                     
SERMON                                                      Dwelling Places                                     Ron Gilmer 
       
                                                                           
*HYMN PH #212                          Within Your Shelter, Loving God                                        ABBEY 
       
 
* AFFIRMATION OF FAITH                                                                 from The Confession of 1967 
In Jesus of Nazareth, true humanity was realized once for all.  Jesus, a Palestinian Jew, 
lived among his own people and shared their needs, temptations, joys and sorrows.  He 
expressed the love of God in word and deed and became a brother to all kinds of sinful 
people.  But his complete obedience led him into conflict with his people.  His life and 
teaching judged their goodness, religious aspirations, and national hopes.  Many rejected 
him and demanded his death.  In giving himself freely for them, he took upon himself the 
judgment under which all people stand convicted.  God raised him from the dead, vindi-
cating him as Messiah and Lord.  The victim of sin became the victor, and won victory 
over sin and death for all.  Amen.  
 
 
PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE   
 Lord, in your mercy...    
 Hear our prayer.  
  
 
THE PEACE 
 The peace of Christ be with you. 
 And also with you.  

 
THE EUCHARIST  

 
OFFERING                                                         
 
DOXOLOGY PH #455                                                                                LASST UNS ERFREUEN 

All creatures, your Creator bless, 
And worship God in humbleness. 

O sing ye!  Alleluia! 
Praise, praise Creator, praise the Son, 
And praise the Spirit, Three in One! 

Alleluia!  Alleluia! 
Alleluia!  Alleluia!  Alleluia! 

 
PRAYER OF DEDICATION  
 
INVITATION TO THE LORD'S TABLE  

 
 
 

GREAT THANKSGIVING  
      The Lord be with you. 
      And also with you.  
      Lift up your hearts. 
      We lift them up to the Lord.  
      Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 
      It is right to give our thanks and praise....  

 
SANCTUS                                                                                                                      Franz Schubert                                           

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
MEMORIAL ACCLAMATION                                                                                 Franz Schubert                                                   

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

LORD'S PRAYER  
Since the Scriptures refer to God both as a mother who will not forsake her nursing child  

and a as father who runs to welcome the prodigal home,  
the Lord's prayer, as it is prayed here, begins, "Our Mother and Father God..."  

 
AMEN                                                                                                                             Franz Schubert                     

 
BREAKING OF THE  BREAD  
 
COMMUNION OF THE PEOPLE  

The congregation is invited to gather around the Lord's Table and serve one another. 
When offering the bread, it is appropriate to say, "The body of Christ." 
When offering the cup, it is appropriate to say, "The cup of salvation." 

 
 

PRAYER  AFTER COMMUNION   
 

SENDING  
  

*HYMN  PH #81                   Lord, Who Throughout These Forty Days         LONESOME VALLEY            
 
 
*CHARGE AND BLESSING                                                                                 Hebrews 13:20, 21 

The God of peace, who brought back from the dead our Lord Jesus, make you complete in 
everything good so that you may do God's will, working among us that which is pleasing in 
God's sight, through Jesus Christ, to whom be the glory forever and ever!  Amen.  
 
 

VOLUNTARY                                
    Please be seated during the voluntary and give thanks to God for the gift of music. 

 


